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Mr. Bruno Angelet, Ambassador, Head of the EU Delegation in Viet Nam,

Ms. Pratibha Mehta Ma'am, Resident Coordinator of the United Nations in Viet Nam

Ms. Victoria Kwakwa, Country Director for the World Bank in Viet Nam

Chief Representatives from Embassies, International organizations, cooperation development agencies, International banks, International non-governmental organizations in Viet Nam,

Ladies and gentlemen,
On behalf of the Ministry of Health of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, I warmly welcome representatives from Embassies, ​​cooperative development agencies, UN agencies, International Banks, foreign agencies and organizations operating in health in Vietnam, delegates from the Central authorities of the Party, National Assembly, Government, line ministries and agencies, leaders of the People's Committee , leaders of Provincial Department of Health, the Departments/Administrations, Health units and representatives of universities, research institutes, hospitals, and the mass media attending the HPG meeting today.
Ladies and Gentlemen!
Five years ago, in October 2011, at a HPG meeting in Hanoi, the SRV MOH and the development partners jointly discussed priority issues in the health sector, period 2011-2015, with 7 focus tasks. The meeting today marks the fifth year implementing those focus goals which, together with completion of the 5 year health plan, period 2011- 2015 implementation and 15 years implementing the health-related MDGs. The year 2016 is the start of a new phase - implementing 5-year health plan, period 2016 - 2020, and SDGs in health after 2015 proposed by the UN. I am very pleased to host this meeting with the Ambassadors, Heads of EU Delegation in Vietnam, the UN Resident Coordinator in Vietnam, the WB Country Director in Vietnam. I would like to thank the participation of all delegates at the meeting today.

Reviewing the accomplishments of the health sector over the last 5 years, the health sector has been gradually implementing specific actions to improve quality of people's health care. Given support from the Government, ministries, sectors, and support from international organizations, achievements have been recorded in seven focus areas for the health sector during the period 2011 -2015. Specifically:
First, reduction of hospital overcrowding: Number of beds/ten thousand population increased from 21.5 to 24.0 between 2011 - 2015, with an actual ratio of about 30.5 beds/ten thousand population, and 4,800 beds have been added to central hospitals. Some Central, City hospitals, or specialized hospitals of Oncology, Pediatrics, Cardiology have addressed overcrowding by reducing from 60-70% to 6-7% of bed sharing
Second, health financing mechanism reform: during the period 2011-2015, state budget spending on health care reached 7.52% of the total state budget expenditure, including Government bonds. The growth rate of health spending was higher than the average growth rate in spending of the state budget. Healthcare service prices among same-grade hospitals were set according to the roadmap for accurate and sufficient calculation for the full cost of medical services to help health care facilities collect more revenues to cover expenditures in serving patients.
Third, implementation of the Health Insurance Law, and the roadmap towards UHC. Over the past 5 years, with the involvement of VSS and ministries, local authorities, implementation of the Law on amendments and supplements to the health insurance law from 1/1/2015 has contributed to increase of health insurance coverage from 60.9% in 2010 to 75.3% in 2015, and benefits of insured people have also expanded. The PPC in 39/63 province also allocated local budget to support health insurance premiums for the near poor people.
Fourth, strengthening the grassroots health care network: The grassroots health care network now covers the whole country with medical staff available in 100% of communes, wards and towns, 78% of CHCs with doctors, 96% of CHCs with midwives or Ob-Ped assistant doctors; and about 50% of CHCs achieving national criteria for commune health. The health organizational structure at commune, district and provincial levels has been comprehensively and synchronously innovated for integration and development. Many CHCs have received investment for upgrading and new construction from local budgets and aids. Currently, grassroots health facilities open more services, and initially conduct community-based prevention of NCDs. Besides, MOH has also built and developed a model of family doctor's clinic since 2013, and after 2 years - 240 family doctors’ clinic were established.
Fifth, enhancing human resources for health (HRH): The number of doctors per ten thousand population increased from 7.2 in 2010 to 8 doctors in 2015; pharmacists at university level per ten thousand population increased from 1.76 in 2010 to 2.2 in 2015. MOH has developed a scheme to encourage training and development of HRH with such specializations as tuberculosis, leprosy, mental health, forensic medicine, pathology; training of medical personnel upon request, tailor-made training for disadvantaged provinces, thereby to enhance human resources for specialized health care disciplines.
Sixth, piloting by-request medical services: Currently, a number of high-tech, new techniques, especially organ transplantation, have been made available in some hospitals; adding to the list of tertiary hospitals with high-tech services, qualified serving as satellite hospitals.
Seventh, improving the effectiveness of IEC in health: MOH has received the consensus, support from and attracted the participation of party committees, authorities, media agencies for the people's health protection, care and promotion. Spokespersons are now present in health facilities across the country. MOH has collaborated with nearly 40 TV/Radio stations, newspapers to develop more than 3,000 pieces of news, articles, reports, and more than 50 forums, exchanges, online seminars, dialogues ... to disseminate health knowledge as well as propaganda of health policies and activities.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Besides achievements recorded in the people’s health care, the Vietnam's health sector has been making efforts for innovation, international integration through bilateral, multilateral cooperation, participating in health forums to learn and share experiences in preventive medicine, improvement of medical service delivery, health system development, attracting resources in terms of financial and technical supports from DPs for Vietnam's health sector; and joining other countries to address global health issues. Currently, Vietnam is a member of the Executive Board of the World Health Organization, Chair of the ASEAN Health Ministers Meeting (AHMM), Chair of SOMHD, and is one of the first members of GHSA. Besides, Vietnam has been recognized by the World Health Organization to meet standards for vaccine regulation (NRA), and at the international forums, Vietnam has also been highly appreciated by international community, as a highlight in reaching health-related Millennium Development Goals.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is possible to say, these achievements are the consequences of synergy of appropriate directions and strategies made by MOH, the enthusiasm, dedication, determination of the health sector staff, the effective cooperation among Ministries, sectors, with the cooperation and valuable financial and technical support development partners. Currently the total ODA for programs and projects in the health sector in 2015 was 1.52 billion US dollars, of which 28.4% are non-refundable and loans account for 71.6%. Besides, there are valuable contributions of INGOs, with approximately 219 INGOs operating in health to date, accounting for ¼ of the total number of INGOs with total funding for health of 102.8 million USD, accounting for almost 40% of total funding from INGOs for all sectors.
What we are doing today is an important platform to create positive changes aimed at a health care system, with efficiency, equity and development, in the context of limited resources, internal difficulties and challenges, and external impacts. 
In the next period 2016-2020, MOH wishes to share concerns of the health sector and also call on ministries, sectors, organizations, associations, the party committees, local authorities and development partners to continue support, joining hands with the health sector to perform the following priorities:

First, continue to reduce hospital overcrowding, improve service quality, develop universal health care and specialized and high-tech medicine; modernize and incorporate closely between traditional and modern medicine, between preventive and curative care.

Second, develop grassroots health care; focus and prioritize innovation in organizational structure, human resources, finance, facilities, equipment and operating mechanism of grassroots health care, improve quality and efficiency of primary health care; develop contingent of family physicians and integrate model of family doctors in grassroots health establishments. 

Third, focus on preventive medicine, primary health care in the new situation, ensure that all people have access to quality basic health care services, proactively conduct epidemic prevention, control factors harmful to health, effective prevention of non-communicable diseases; strengthen school health.

Fourth, strengthen performance of research and application of scientific and technical advances in disease prevention and examination, detection and treatment. Conduct innovation in training, enhance the health workforce for rural, mountainous, remote, border and island areas and some specialties; ensure balance in the distribution, training and utilization of health workers. 

Fifth, continue to comprehensively innovate health workers’ attitude, style of service, follow the patient-centered approach towards achieving satisfaction of the patient. Make good code of conduct and improve professional ethics, encourage staff in health facilities to learn and follow the moral example of late President Ho Chi Minh. 

Sixth, continue to innovate health financing mechanism, complete shifting from budget allocation for hospitals to support for people enrolling in health insurance together with the roadmap of accurate and sufficient calculation of medical service prices, set priority with budget for preventive medicine, grassroots health care, support different groups of population to enroll in HI. Other activities need to do such as innovation with result-based budget allocation method, strengthening social mobilization, and implementing a number of PPP projects in the health sector.

Seventh, innovate organizational models, management of food safety, development of pharmaceutical industry, vaccines, biological products and medical equipment. Increase investment, research, application and transfer of technology for domestic production of quality drugs, vaccines, biological medical products, equipment with reasonable prices, meeting the people’s needs of disease prevention and treatment; practice management and use of drugs and equipment in rational, safe and efficient manner.

Eighth, innovate, consolidate and strengthen the healthcare system from central to local levels in compliance with the planning of Vietnam's healthcare system development to 2025 and orientation to 2035 being submitted to the Prime Minister for approval in the direction of reducing number of entities, being in line with international integration in order to effectively utilize human resources at all levels.

Ninth, strengthen and improve the effectiveness of IEC in health. Develop mechanisms of coordination in health communication between health sector and other ministries, sectors, authorities at all levels, and press agencies. Improve knowledge about health care for people in proactive protection, care and promotion of health by themselves and for the community.
Besides, the Vietnam health sector also determines to continue with fulfillment of those MDGs which have not been completed and SDGs, especially Goal No. 4 of MDGs (reducing the rate of malnutrition with stunting) and goal No. 3 of SDGs (ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages)
I hope that through the meeting, representatives of DPs and ministries, sectors and localities could get the updated information of the health sector including development orientations and priorities, difficulties and challenges of the health sector in need of support from domestic communities as well as collaborative support from development partners. For the MOH, we respectfully listen to the sharing and desire from the partners in planning cooperative activities with Vietnam in the coming time, making appropriate strategies and policies in implementation of the 5-year health plan in particular and development of the health sector in general.  

I wish all delegates a good health and success in the new year, and to have your continuing companion with the health sector in the way ahead. I wish the meeting a success with useful contents to be thoroughly discussed and consensus reached.  Hopefully, promoting dialogue on strategic and effective cooperation will contribute to realizing objectives of the health sector as outlined in the celebration of 61 years of development of Vietnam's healthcare sector on 27/2/2016 "Innovation in service, integration and development".
Thank you very much./.
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